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their business to starve the cause they undertook to support; for, according to the ridiculous economy of the present times, which consists in saving hundreds and wasting thousands, so ridiculously thrifty were the contracts they made, and so scantily were the magazines supplied, that this army, which in the beginning of April was strong enough to act offensively, was disabled from acting at all, till it was too late to do so, except at their own expense.
And what was the calamitous event ? Why the Dutch, either in despair of succour, or in conformity to the factious purposes of those who were then uppermost, or perhaps instigated alike by their partisans, both in England and France, became felo-de-se; and with a treachery not to be paralleled in history, delivered up part of their country to their enemies to be avenged of their friends; and, as you know, were on the point of concluding a neutrality for the rest, if the people had not come to a resolution to provide for their own safety, by declaring the Prince of Orange Stadtholder.
And such a turn did that great, seasonable, and important incident give to the face of affairs, that if the abilities of our Cabinet Ministers had been equal to the management of it, or if they had embraced any principle of union which might have enabled them to exert such abilities as they had, or if the action of Lauffeld had not happened, or had proved fortunate to the Allies, or even if a sensible use had been made of our misfortune, this campaign had been the last of the war; and my Lord would have had the supreme satisfaction of contributing to the re-establishment of the peace, on a solid and lasting basis.